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WritingEssay(IELTStype)

1.Severallanguagesareindangerofextinctionbecausetheyare

spokenbyverysmallnumbersofpeople.Somepeoplesaythat

governmentsshouldspendpublicmoneyonsavingtheselanguages,

whileothersbelievethatwouldbeawasteofmoney.Discussboth

theseviewsandgiveyouropinion.

Itistruethatsomeminoritylanguagesmaydisappearinthenearfuture.

Althoughitcanbearguedthatgovernmentscouldsavemoneybyallowingthis

tohappen,Ibelievethattheselanguagesshouldbeprotectedandpreserved.

Thereareseveralreasonswhysavingminoritylanguagescouldbeseenasa

wasteofmoney.Firstly,ifalanguageisonlyspokenbyasmallnumberof

people,expensiveeducationprogrammeswillbeneededtomakesurethat

morepeoplelearnit,andthestatewillhavetopayforfacilities,teachersand

marketing.Thismoneymightbebetterspentonotherpublicservices.Secondly,

itwouldbemuchcheaperandmoreefficientforcountriestohavejustone

language.Governmentscouldcutallkindsofcostsrelatedtocommunicating

witheachminoritygroup.

Despitetheabovearguments,Ibelievethatgovernmentsshouldtrytopreserve

languagesthatarelesswidelyspoken.Alanguageismuchmorethansimplya

meansofcommunication;ithasavitalconnectionwiththeculturalidentityof

thepeoplewhospeakit.Ifalanguagedisappears,awholewayoflifewill

disappearwithit,andwewilllosetherichculturaldiversitythatmakessocieties

moreinteresting.Byspendingmoneytoprotectminoritylanguages,

governmentscanalsopreservetraditions,customsandbehavioursthatarepart

ofacountry’shistory.

Inconclusion,itmaysavemoneyintheshorttermifweallowminority

languagestodisappear,butinthelongtermthiswouldhaveanextremely
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negativeimpactonourculturalheritage.

2.Somepeoplethinkthatalluniversitystudentsshouldstudywhatever

theylike.Othersbelievethattheyshouldonlybeallowedtostudy

subjectsthatwillbeusefulinthefuture,suchasthoserelatedto

scienceandtechnology.Discussboththeseviewsandgiveyourown

opinion.

Peoplehavedifferentviewsabouthowmuchchoicestudentsshouldhavewith

regardtowhattheycanstudyatuniversity.Whilesomearguethatitwouldbe

betterforstudentstobeforcedintocertainkeysubjectareas,Ibelievethat

everyoneshouldbeabletostudythecourseoftheirchoice.

Therearevariousreasonswhypeoplebelievethatuniversitiesshouldonlyoffer

subjectsthatwillbeusefulinthefuture.Theymayassertthatuniversitycourses

likemedicine,engineeringandinformationtechnologyaremorelikelytobe

beneficialthancertainartdegrees.Fromapersonalperspective,itcanbe

arguedthatthesecoursesprovidemorejobopportunities,careerprogression,

bettersalaries,andthereforeanimprovedqualityoflifeforstudentswhotake

them.Onthesocietallevel,byforcingpeopletochooseparticularuniversity

subjects,governmentscanensurethatanyknowledgeandskillgapsinthe

economyarecovered.Finally,afocusontechnologyinhighereducationcould

leadtonewinventions,economicgrowth,andgreaterfutureprosperity.

Inspiteofthesearguments,Ibelievethatuniversitystudentsshouldbefreeto

choosetheirpreferredareasofstudy.Inmyopinion,societywillbenefitmoreif

ourstudentsarepassionateaboutwhattheyarelearning.Besides,nobodycan

reallypredictwhichareasofknowledgewillbemostusefultosocietyinthe

future,anditmaybethatemployersbegintovaluecreativethinkingskills

abovepracticalortechnicalskills.Ifthiswerethecase,perhapswewouldneed

morestudentsofart,historyandphilosophythanofscienceortechnology.
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Inconclusion,althoughitmightseemsensibleforuniversitiestofocusonlyon

themostusefulsubjects,Ipersonallypreferthecurrentsysteminwhichpeople

havetherighttostudywhatevertheylike.

3.Inmanycitiestheuseofvideocamerasinpublicplacesisbeing

increasedinordertoreducecrime,butsomepeoplebelievethatthese

measuresrestrictourindividualfreedom.Dothebenefitsofincreased

securityoutweighthedrawbacks?

Itistruethatvideosurveillancehasbecomecommonplaceinmanycitiesin

recentyears.WhileIunderstandthatcriticsmayseethisasaninvasionof

privacy,Ibelievethatthebenefitsdooutweighthedrawbacks.

Therearetwomainreasonswhypeoplemightdisapproveoftheuseofvideo

camerasinpublicplaces.Thefirstobjectionisthatthesecamerasinvadeour

privacy,inthesensethatweareconstantlybeingwatchedbytheauthoritiesor

byprivatesecurityfirms.Manypeoplefindthisintrusiveandfeelthatthe

recordingoftheirmovementsisaformofstatecontrolthatcurtailstheir

individualfreedom.ThesecondargumentagainsttheproliferationofCCTV

camerasisthattheyarebeingusedasanalternativetopoliceofficerspatrolling

thestreets.Ifthisisindeedhappening,thenitisunlikelythatmembersofthe

publicwillfeelsafer.

Inspiteofthedrawbacksmentionedabove,Ibelievethattheuseofvideo

camerastomonitorpublicareasisapositivemeasure.Thekeyobjectiveof

videosurveillanceistodetercriminalsandtopreventcrime.Forexample,petty

criminalslikeshopliftersandpickpocketsarelesslikelytooperateinpartsof

citieswheretheyknowthattheyarebeingwatched.Atthesametime,when

crimesarecommitted,thepolicecanusevideoevidencetocatchandprosecute

offenders.Therefore,inmyview,videocamerasoffervaluablesupporttopolice

officers,andtheymakecitiessaferforinhabitants,workersandvisitorsalike.
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Inconclusion,itseemstomethatwegainmorethanwelosefromthe

enhancedsecuritythatCCTVcamerasbringtoourcities.

4.SomeuniversitiesnowoffertheircoursesontheInternetsothat

peoplecanstudyonline.Isthisapositiveornegativedevelopment?

Itistruethatonlinecoursesarebecomingacommonfeatureofuniversity

education.AlthoughtherearesomedrawbacksofInternet-basedlearning,I

wouldarguethattherearefarmorebenefits.

Themaindrawbackofthetrendtowardsonlineuniversitycoursesisthatthere

islessdirectinteraction.Studentsmaynothavetheopportunitytoengageface-

to-facewiththeirteachers,andwillinsteadhavetorelyonwrittenformsof

communication.Similarly,studentswhostudyonlinedonotcomeintodirect

contactwitheachother,andthiscouldhaveanegativeimpactonpeersupport,

discussionandexchangeofideas.Forexample,whereasstudentsontraditional

coursescanattendseminarsandevendiscusstheirsubjectsovercoffeeafter

lessons,onlinelearnersarerestrictedtochattingthroughwebsiteforumareas.

Theselearnersmayalsolackthemotivationandelementofcompetitionthat

face-to-facegroupworkbrings.

Despitethenegativesmentionedabove,Ibelievethatonlineuniversitycourses

areapositivedevelopmentforvariousreasons.Firstly,theyallowlearnersto

studyinaflexibleway,meaningthattheycanworkwheneverandwhereveris

convenient,andtheycancoverthematerialattheirownpace.Secondly,the

costofauniversityeducationcanbegreatlyreduced,whilerevenuesfor

institutionsmayincreaseasmorestudentscanbetaught.Finally,online

learningoffersopenaccesstoanybodywhoiswillingtostudy,regardlessofage,

location,abilityandbackground.Forexample,myuncle,whois65yearsold,

hasrecentlyenrolledonanonlineMBAcourseinadifferentcountry,which

wouldhavebeenimpossibleinthedaysbeforeInternet-basededucation.
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Inconclusion,whileIrecognisethepossibledisadvantagesofonlinelearning,I

considerittobeapositivedevelopmentoverall.

5.Inmanycountriestoday,peopleincitieseitherlivealoneorinsmall

familyunits,ratherthaninlarge,extendedfamilygroups.Isthisa

positiveornegativetrend?

Itistruethatcitiesareseeingariseinsmallerfamiliesandone-person

households,whiletheextendedfamilyisbecomingararity.Inmyopinion,this

isanegativedevelopment.

Asfamiliesbecomesmaller,thetraditionalfamilysupportnetworkis

disappearing,andthiscanhaveanegativeimpactonchildrenastheygrowup.

Inanuclearfamilyorsingle-parenthousehold,childcarebecomesanexpensive

andstressfulpartofdailylife.Withoutthehelpofgrandparentsorauntsand

uncles,busyparentsmustrelyonbabysitters,nanniesandafter-schoolclubsto

takecareofyoungerchildren,whileolderchildrenmaybeleftaloneafter

schoolandduringholidays.Theabsenceofadultfamilymemberscanmeanthat

friends,televisionandtheInternetbecometheprimaryinfluencesonchildren’s

behaviour.Itisnosurprisethatthedeclineoftheextendedfamilyhasbeen

linkedtoariseinpsychologicalandbehaviouralproblemsamongstyoung

people.

Thetrendtowardspeoplelivingaloneisperhapsevenmoredamagingbecause

ofthepsychologicaleffectsofreducedhumaninteraction.Individualswholive

ontheirownhavenobodytotalktoinperson,sotheycannotshareproblemsor

discussthehighsandlowsofdailylife.Theyforgotheconstantstimulationand

hustleandbustleofalargefamily,andarelefttotheirowndevicesfor

extendedperiodsoftime.Thelackofhumancontactinthehomeisnecessarily

replacedbypassivedistractions,suchastelevision,videogames,onlinechat

roomsorInternetsurfing.Thistypeofexistenceisassociatedwithboredom,
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loneliness,andfeelingsofisolationorevenalienation,allofwhicharefactors

thatareknowntoincreasetheriskofmentalillness.

Inconclusion,Ibelievethatindividualsthrivewhentheyarepartoflargerfamily

groups,andsoitisworryingthatmanypeoplearechoosingtolivealoneorin

suchsmallfamilyunits.

6.Somepeopleclaimthatnotenoughofthewastefromhomesis

recycled.Theysaythattheonlywaytoincreaserecyclingisfor

governmentstomakeitalegalrequirement.Towhatextentdoyou

thinklawsareneededtomakepeoplerecyclemoreoftheirwaste?

Itistruethatwedonotrecycleenoughofourhouseholdwaste.AlthoughI

acceptthatnewlegislationtoforcepeopletorecyclecouldhelpthissituation,I

donotagreethatarecyclinglawistheonlymeasurethatgovernmentsshould

take.

Inmyview,anewrecyclinglawwouldbejustonepossiblewaytotacklethe

wasteproblem.Governmentscouldmakeitalegalobligationforhouseholders

toseparateallwasteintodifferentbins.Therecouldbepunishmentsforpeople

whofailtoadheretothislaw,rangingfromasmallfinetocommunityservice,

orevenperhapsprisonsentencesforrepeatoffenders.Thesemeasureswould

actasadeterrentandencouragepeopletoobeytherecyclinglaw.Asaresult,

theimprovedbehaviourofhomeownerscouldleadtoaclean,waste-free

environmentforeveryone.

However,Ibelievethatgovernmentsshoulddomorethansimplyintroducea

recyclinglaw.Itmightbemoreeffectiveifpoliticiansputeducation,ratherthan

punishment,atthecentreofarecyclingcampaign.Forexample,childrencould

betaughtaboutrecyclinginschools,andhomeownerscouldbeinformedabout

theenvironmentalimpactofhouseholdwaste.Anothertacticthatgovernments

couldusewouldbetocreatestricterregulationsforthecompaniesthat
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producethepackagingforhouseholdproducts.Finally,moneycouldalsobe

spenttoimproverecyclingfacilitiesandsystems,sothatwasteisprocessed

moreeffectively,regardlessofwhetherornotpeopleseparateitcorrectlyinthe

home.

Inconclusion,perhapswedoneedtomakerecyclingalegalrequirement,but

thiswouldcertainlynotbetheonlywaytoencouragepeopletodisposeoftheir

wastemoreresponsibly.

7.Somepeoplethinkthatemployersshouldnotcareabouttheway

theiremployeesdress,becausewhatmattersisthequalityoftheir

work.Towhatextentdoyouagreeordisagree?

Inthemodernworkplace,dresscodesarechangingasemployersfocusmoreon

resultsthanontherulesthatemployeesmustfollow.WhileIagreethattheway

peopledressshouldbeseenasirrelevantinmanyworkcontexts,Ibelievethat

dresscodesstillexistforgoodreasonincertainprofessions.

Ontheonehand,manyemployershavestoppedtellingtheirstaffhowtodress,

andIseethisasapositivetrend.Someofthemostsuccessfulcompaniesinthe

world,includingtechnologygiantslikeGoogleandFacebook,arefamousforthe

relaxedofficeenvironmentsthattheytrytocreate.Employeesareencouraged

todresscasually,andeventhecompanyexecutivesandleadersarerarelyseen

wearinganythingotherthanT-shirtsandjeans.However,whilemanagersand

programmersarefreetodresshowtheylike,theyareexpectedtoproduce

workofoutstandingquality.Itisclearfromtheperformanceandglobal

dominanceofsuchcompaniesthatstrictdresscodesarecompletely

unnecessaryinthetechnologysector.

However,Iwouldalsoarguethatrulesregardingemployees'clothingarestill

relevantinotherworksituations.Weexpectcertainprofessionals,suchas

nurses,policeofficersandairlinepilots,towearuniforms.Theseuniformsmay
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haveapracticalorsafetyfunction,butperhapsmoreimportantlytheyidentify

theperson’spositionorroleinsociety.Similarly,alawyer,politicianorschool

principalmaychoosetowearformalclothinginordertoportrayanimageof

authority,trustworthinessanddiligence.Ibelievethatmostofusprefertosee

theseprofessionalsinsmart,formalattire,evenifitisnotstrictlynecessary.

Inconclusion,Isupportthetrendtowardsrelaxeddresscodesforworkers,butI

donotseeitasapplicabletoalloccupationsorsectorsoftheeconomy.


